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PLAN/MAPS PROGRAM
 

PLAN/NJ Joins with the Division ofYouth and Family Services (DYFS)
 
To offer special services to families in need.
 

Through a joint venture with the 
Division of Youth and Family Services, 
PLAN/NJ hasdeveloped the Monitor ing 
and Advocacy for Prevention Services 
(MAPS) program. PLAN/MAPS offers 
individualized support, monitoring, and 
advocacy to families and children who 
are exiting the Divi sion of Youth and 
Family Services (DYFS). 

This program provides assistance to 
enhance rather than interfere.The goal 
is to help families fu nction effectively in 
their home and community, as well as 
to prevent re-referral backto the DYFS 
syste m. 

How does it work? 
PLAN/MAPS receives confident ial 
referrals directly from DYFS. A 
family maybe referred by the intake 
supervisor or a case supervisor. 
The reasons for referral are varied: 
A fami ly may not be in need of 
intervention but they may be at risk 
for re-referral to the DYFS system; 
A family might no longer need DYFS 
services but need cont inued support 
to prevent falli ng through the cracks, 
precipitating re-entry to DYFS;A family 
may be referred when it's determined 
that a child with a disability can benefit 
from our expertise. 

Is this a mandatory 
program? 
DYFS introd uces the PLAN/MAPS 
program to famil ies and they 
choose whether or not they wish to 
part ici pate. Ifthey elect to part ake in 

t he program they are allowed to exit 
the DYFS system. 

What services does PLAN/ 
MAPS provide? 
We advocate for; support and 
encourage children and their famil ies. 

We refer famil ies to community 
resources such as housing,vocat ional 
or educational. 

We assist with atta ining employment. 

We help identify and complete 
appropriate applications for public 
assistance programs and ent it lements. 

We recommend parent t raining 
classes and/or childcare. 

We offer links to resources in t he 
areas of developmental disabilities, 
mental health, substance abuse 
treatment, domestic violence, and 
other systems. 

We assure that chi ldren are safe, 
receiving healthcare and schooling. 

We assess children for signs of abuse 
or neglect. 

How are PLAN/MAPS 
services provided? 
We meet with each family in their 
home to develop a relat ionship and 
build rapport and t rust. 

We the n assess the family's 
st rengths,goals, and areas of needed 
improvement. 

We help the family to recognize 
difficulties and develop a plan to 

prevent future problems. 

We create a Family Support Plan 
(FSP) that outlines specific goals for 
the family. 

We make referrals to community 
resources and assist with obtaining 
entitlements. 

We maintain weekly contact with the 
fam ily through visits and phone call s. 

We communicate with school, 
healthcare, and other professionals. 

How long are services 
provided? 
-. . -~1:" 

SIX months. 

How many individuals can 
participate? 
30 at any given time period. We 
ant icipate serving 120 individuals in 
our fi rst year. 

For more info contact us at: 
908-575-8300 
plannj@cs.com 


